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Mugabe desperate for an early election but… 

That President Robert Mugabe is des-

perate for an early election is now an 

irrefutable fact. Speaking at the 88th Or-

dinary Session of the ZANU PF Central 

Committee held in Harare on the 30th of 

March 2012, Mugabe described the Uni-

ty Government as an animal that has to 

be destroyed and demanded early polls. 

What is apparent is that the octogenari-

an leader is deliberately frustrating the 

Movement for Democratic Change 

(MDC) through successive human rights 

violations, including incarceration of 

MDC supporters, blocking of MDC ral-

lies, arbitrary arrests and violence in an 

attempt to force an early election. Un-

der the current political environment 

devoid of critical reforms particularly in 

the media and state institutions includ-

ing the security sector, Zimbabwe will 

witness another bloody election which 

will produce contested results. Moreo-

ver, Mugabe yearns for an early election 

before the faction ridden Zanu pf party 

crumbles further into disarray. 

 

The support base of the party has 

greatly declined since 1980 due to its 

infamous policies which resulted in the 

Gukurahundi, Chaotic Land Grabs, Op-

eration Murambatsvina and the bloody 

2008 Presidential run-off elections 

among. ZANU PF has a legacy of using 

violence to gain political support and 

subverting the will of the people as hap-

pened in 2008 hence their continued 

calls for elections at a time when militia 

groups and the party’s supporters are 

terrorizing communities.  

 

What is apparent though is that Zimba-

bweans are not ready for an election 

until reforms are put in place which pro-

tect them from violence, intimidation 

and harassment. A research conducted 

by the Mass Public Opinion Institute 

(MPOI) in the country’s ten provinces on 

issues pertaining to elections suggested 

that the thought of elections triggered 

intense fear and anxiety among most 

participants who said fear was pervasive 

in their communities. This clearly shows 

the extent to which the call by ZANU PF, 

which has always purported to repre-

sent the wishes of the people, is in-

formed by self aggrandizement.  

 

Though the Zimbabwean constitution 

guarantees freedom from inhumane and 

degrading treatment it neglects all steps 

in criminalizing torture in all of its laws 

hence Zanu pf and its allies have taken 

advantage of that and continue to cause 

terror in Zimbabwe. Despite the deci-

sion by the Zimbabwean government to 

ratify the Convention Against Torture 

(CAT), perpetrators of torture remain 

free raising concerns around the sinceri-

ty of the government particularly ZANU 
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PF which has not yet disbanded its militia groups.  

 

The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) appointed facilitator and 

South African President, Jacob Zuma, has insisted that elections should not be held 

until the Global Political Agreement (GPA) is fulfilled and the agreed election 

roadmap has been fully implemented. Civil society organizations have also high-

lighted the need for reforms before elections. This however has fallen on deaf ears 

as Mugabe insists on holding the elections with or without necessary reforms being 

put in place.  

 

While ZANU PF insists on early polls, the situation in Zimbabwe continues to deteri-

orate. Violence still rocks the country, intimidation is rife, civil society organiza-

tions are operating on a tight leash, the judicial system is blatantly biased and the 

law enforcement officers have become a law unto themselves. The continued in-

carceration of 29 MDC supporters, shooting of civilians by police officers in Harare 

and Shamva, conviction and sentencing of Munyaradzi Gwisai and 6 other activists 

for watching a video of the Egyptian Revolution and the arrest of civic society ac-

tivist, Bhekimusa Moyo in Lupane over the weekend are reflective of the restrictive 

environment characterizing Zimbabwe. An early election will not only rob citizens 

of their right to vote freely but will also slide Zimbabwe into further turmoil result-

ing in a democratic stillbirth.  
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The poor must not subsidise the rich... 

...ZESA urged 

Transparency International Zimbabwe (TIZ) held a petition march on the 31st of 

March 2012 at Zengeza 2 Shopping Centre in Chitungwiza demanding transparen-

cy, accountability and integrity in the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority 

(ZESA). The march was also meant to:  

 

 Raise awareness on the importance of eradicating corruption in the energy sec-

tor  

 Give Zimbabweans a chance to show that they are sick and tired of an electric-

ity company that continues to be deaf to their complaints coupled with its cor-

rupt activities.  

 

Inadequate service delivery has become an emotive topic in and around the coun-

try, especially at a time of endless outages and when consumers are already 

struggling to pay old debts. There are further misgivings over the consistently 

high bills, notwithstanding the limited time that electricity is often available. 

Transparency International Zimbabwe helped Chitungwiza residents to draft a pe-

tition against corruption, mismanagement and poor service delivery by the state 

owned ZESA. 

 

Residents expressed concern over the billing system used by the electricity com-

pany, which they said exposes them to incorrect statements. Residents also com-

plained that it is not the duty of citizens to replace transformers when they break 

down and to replace stolen transformer oil by the duty of the power utility compa-

ny. Moreover, there was anger that ZESA has mainly been switching off ordinary 

citizens, sparing so-called sensitive or classified government bureaucrats some of 

whom owe between US$150 000 and US$350 000. 

 

The petition which was signed by more than one hundred thousand people, calling 

for the electricity monopoly enjoyed by ZESA to end was not however submitted 

to ZESA as the Chitungwiza police declined TIZ the permission to do so arguing 

that the presentation would result in disruption of peace in the neighbourhood. 

Power outages have intensified countrywide with most of the businesses and gov-

ernment offices running on generators. The lack of power has dealt a heavy blow 

to the economy, forcing companies and banks to shut down temporarily if they 
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cannot run generators, leaving farmers unable to operate irrigation equipment when 

vital crops such as wheat need watering, and worse still, disrupting or delaying oper-

ations in medical  centres.  

 

ZESA has dismally failed to provide efficient services while awarding the bosses hefty 

salaries at the expense of the consumers. The rise to action by Zimbabwean citizens 

is an indication of a society which has been awakened to the meaning of social ac-

countability and is eager to be directly engaged in monitoring public service delivery 

through denouncing, sharing and speaking out against corruption. Public institutions 

like ZESA must be accountable and transparent to the ratepayers. 

http://www.thestandard.co.zw/local/30864-16-babies-feared-dead-in-power-cuts-at-pari.html
http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/news/zimbabwe/55493/power-cuts-affect-hospital.html
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Devolution should address past wrongs- Effie Ncube 

Devolution, which is currently a born of 

contention in the current constitution 

making process, should address past 

wrongs in order to dispel fears of recur-

rence of disproportionate distribution of 

resources and successive serious human 

rights violations. This was said by the 

Director of the Matabeleland Constitu-

tional Reform Agenda (MACRA) during a 

‘Meet the people Forum’ organised by 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition and Bula-

wayo Agenda in Bulawayo last week.  

‘As civil society organisations we want a 

constitution that will address what hap-

pened in the past (Gukurahundi) in or-

der to ensure that there is prevalence of 

the rule of law, equal access to re-

sources and separation of powers,’ said 

Mr. Ncube. Responding to concerns 

raised on the calls by ZANU PF for the 

Human Rights Commission Bill to disre-

gard human rights violations perpetrat-

ed before 2008, Movement for Demo-

cratic Change (MDC) Legislator for 

Hwange Central, Mr. Brian Tshuma stat-

ed that Parliamentarians would push for 

the investigation of all human rights vio-

lations committed since independence.   

At the same meeting, participants high-

lighted the need for the inclusion of ad-

ministrative, political and fiscal devolu-

tion of powers from national to provin-

cial government in the new constitution. 
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Updating participants at  the meeting, 

Honourable Tshuma said that the issue 

of devolution had been parked due to 

disagreements among the political 

parties in COPAC.  

‘While it is agreed that there is 

need for devolution, political par-

ties disagree on the design. The 

ZANU PF position is that the Mem-

bers of Parliament and Governor 

should sit as a council while the 

two Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC) formations agree 

that there should be five provinces 

which will hold provincial cabinet 

meetings, a position which is influ-

enced by the South African model. 

The compromise proposal which 

we are yet to agree on will consist 

of a provincial assembly made up 

of MPs and chairpersons of local 

councils. The assembly will sit as 

an electoral college to elect a gov-

ernor. ’  
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